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JUNIATA SHOPS, BLACKSMITH SHOP NO. 2

HAER No. PA-232-B

East of Fourth Avenue between First and Second streets, Altoona, Blair
County, Pennsylvania

USGS Quad: Altoona, Pennsylvania (1:24000)
UTM: 17 E.721420 N.4489900

1904, 1918

Pennsylvania Railroad

Conrail

Manufacturing Railroad Rolling Stock

Presently used by Conrail for storage, Blacksmith Shop No. 2 retains
much of its early to mid-nineteenth century equipment, including several
gas-fired furnaces.

This project was undertaken by HAER in conjunction with America’s
Industrial Heritage Project as part of an architectural survey covering a
nine-county region in Southwestern Pennsylvania, Randall Cooley,
Director. See HAER No. PA-108, Pennsylvania Railroad, Altoona
Works, Altoona, Blair County, Pennsylvania for further project
information and documentation.

Peter Stott, Historian
Gray Fitzsimons, Editor
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History:

The company’s annual report for 1903 makes passing reference to large expenditures made in

the extension of the Juniata Shops; this is probably referring to the construction of the Second
Blacksmith Shop, which is shown under construction in a photograph taken that year (Altoona
Public Library - #5,053). Originally 210’ x 80° in plan, the building was extended in 1918 to

its present length of 403"

In 1936 the shop contained six Iarge furnaces used in comjunction with the steam hammers,
eighteen smaller furnaces for swing belt hammers and forging machines, six car-bottom
furnaces, and four cylindrical vertical furnaces for various kinds of heat treatment operations.
Annealing, prior to machining, was accomplished in the car-bottom furnaces. Juniata's heat
treating plant was located at the western end of the building, and Works Manager, Fred G.
Grimshaw, noted in 1945 that the two blacksmith shops provided much of the forging and heat
treatment for the PRR’s locomotive parts. Presently used by Conrail for storage Blacksmith
Shop No. 2 retains much of its early to mid-nineteenth equipment, including several gas-fired
furnaces. The most recent change of note is the roof sheathing installed by the PRR in 1967.
An overhead crane at the shop’s west end is the only active piece of equipment in the building.
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